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Welcome 

Dear Delegates,  

We would like to welcome you to the Woodstock Academy Model United Nations Conference! 

This is both our first time chairing a committee, and we could not be more excited to be on the 

other end of the debate. We are both seniors at the Woodstock Academy, and have been highly 

involved in the MUN program. We are looking forward to the dynamics of a thought-provoking 

committee. If you have any questions regarding research or debate, feel free to reach out to us 

via our emails. We can both relate to having no idea where to start; we are here to help!  

Katie Ben - kben2021@woodstockacademy.org 

Clayton Singleton - csingleton2021@woodstockacademy.org 

 

Disarmament and International Security Committee 

The Disarmament and International Security Committee, also known as DISEC, is the first 

committee of the General Assembly. DISEC works to resolve the disarmament and regulation of 

dangerous weapons along with responding to threats created with the intent to break peace within 

the international community. This committee’s goal is to promote cooperative measures to 
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achieve stability between the international community. Delegates should debate about the rules 

and regulations of manufacturing, distribution, and the implementation of nuclear weapons. The 

countries’ beliefs should reflect previous treaties, agreements, and actions taken in the past. We 

will be deciding if  nuclear weapons should be used in acts of war (“United Nations…”). 

Current situation 

The threat of nuclear weapons emerged in the midst of chaos during World War II. In 

1938, German nuclear physicists discovered that the splitting of radioactive material results in 

the powerful release of energy. However, Germany did not use any of these weapons in acts of 

war. In 1945, The United States was the first nation to drop the atomic bomb on another nation 

when they bombed Hiroshima and Nagasaki. From this attack, over 120,000 civilians were 

instantly killed, and thousands more died from radiation following the attack. The United States 

acts of retaliation showed the international community the true power of atomic bombs. 

 As WWII came to an end, and the Cold War began to develop, nations began rushing 

research into the development of more powerful nuclear weapons ( “Atomic Bomb..”). The 

Soviet Union, the United States, Britain, China, and France raced to discover the most effective 

uses of these weapons. As research developed, the threat of nuclear war increased drastically 

(Holloway). In Cuba, just 90 miles off the US coast, the Soviet Union armed bases with nuclear 

missiles. This alarming threat resulted in a military and political stand-off for 13 days, also 

known as the Cuban Missile Crisis. The loitering peril of nuclear weapons prompted countries 

into developing numerous treaties ( “Atomic Bomb…”).  

From here on most of these treaties were not upheld within the international community. 

In the middle of the Cold War on July 1st 1968 the Soviet Union, the United States as well as 



about 50 other countries signed The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). 

The purpose of this treaty was to end the nuclear arms race and suggests full disarmament, this 

promoted less competition between countries to stockpile these mass murder weapons (“A Breif 

History…”).  

However, in 1974 the 5 nuclear weapons states, the United States, USSR, the United 

Kingdom, China and France were shocked by India’s development of weapons when conducting 

the country's first nuclear testing. This testing showed the international community that India has 

the means to build a bomb. On the contrary, other regions were working towards disarmament. 

Specifically, the South Pacific declared themselves as a nuclear free zone in 1986. Nations were 

ending the advancement of nuclear weapons as they had seen the catastrophic damages they can 

cause.  

In 1995, the United Nations called for an immediate ban on nuclear testing and urged for 

disarmament. In addition, later that year, the Southeast Asian countries signed the Bangkok 

treaty. This treaty finally established the region as a nuclear free zone. As the international 

community was working to maintain a peaceful environment, India was again testing three 

different types of nuclear weapons. These weapons were six times the power of the bomb 

dropped on Hiroshima. Surrounding countries and strong nuclear powers were shocked by 

India’s advancements in nuclear technology (“A Brief History…”).  

Going into the new century, most of the international community had established 

numerous treaties and plans of action regarding nuclear weapons. However, in 2001 on 

September 11th two planes hijacked by the middle eastern terrorist Al Qaeda and hit the America 

World Trade Centers and attempted to hit the American Pentagon. This attack killed thousands 



of people and frightened America and the international community as this act of violence was 

not expected. While this attack was not the result of nuclear weapons, it instilled a new type of 

fear: terrorism.  

Today, more attacks are occurring more frequently. Just at the beginning of this year, Iran 

responded to America killing its highly ranked military general by firing off dozens of missiles 

onto a U.S military base held in Iraq. There were no casualties as a result of this attack. Iranian 

Commander Hajizadeh stated that there was “no intent to kill, just to hit the enemy’s military 

machinery” (“We did not intent to kill…”) . With this uprise in using nuclear weaponry, 

establishing an international nuclear guideline is essential for maintaining a world with minimal 

conflicts.  

Region Briefing: 

North America 

Within North America, Canada has committed and taken pride in a peaceful 

stance, not owning or selling any nuclear, chemical or biological weapons (“Treaty 

on…”). The United States of America, being a strong NATO member has signed the 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) which creates the agreement of prohibiting other 

nuclear weapon heavy nations from creating or distributing nuclear weapons or weapons 

of mass destruction, as well as pursuing total disarmament  (“Arms control…”). These 

countries with different stances, believe in the common idea and knowledge of the 

detrimental impact nuclear weapons can make and take strides in creating more 

regulations on these weapons to create a safer environment. 

Latin America 



Latin America has been progressive with their restrictions on nuclear weapons. In 

1969, the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin American and the Caribbean, 

also known as the Tlatelolco Treaty was established. As of April 2019, 33 states signed and 

agreed to the treaty’s obligations. The treaty prohibits any manufacture, testing, or purchasing of 

nuclear weapons. Along with that, any indirect involvement of manufacturing, testing, or 

purchasing of nuclear weapons is also prevented (“Treaty for…”).  

Europe 

European nations have taken disarmament of nuclear weapons seriously with the 

creation of many conventions and committees such as the European Nuclear 

Disarmament campaign, which strived for peace in the 1980s (Burkett).  In addition, the 

Conference on Disarmament, created in 1979, focuses on the reduction of nuclear 

weapons, weapons of mass destruction, as well as conventional weapons (NTI). European 

nations not only focus on the complete disarmament of nuclear weapons, but even the 

conventional weapons used within the nation’s military. As most European nations have 

signed the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, which reduces the amount of 

conventional weapons used,  European nations have also signed the mentioned Nuclear 

Non-Proliferation Treaty (“Treaty on Conventional…”)  

The Middle East 

The Middle East has experienced a complicated history with the creation of 

nuclear weapons. Many areas within the Middle East are rich with Uranium, a mineral 

used in the creation of nuclear weapons. Iran, a previous leading nuclear weapon creator, 

and P5 nations joined the Joint Comprehensive Plan. This plan called for sanctions to be 



lifted off the nation if Iran complied with nuclear weapon production regulations. 

However, in 2018, the United States withdrew from the plan. Since this withdrawing, the 

Joint Comprehensive Plan has lost a majority of its power. This has lead to Iran to be 

more flexible in their nuclear weapon creation (“What Is the…”). 

Asia  

Unlike European nations having a similar stance in the situation, Asian countries 

think differently about nuclear disarmament. The United Nations Regional Centre for 

Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific, a committee of the Asian nations on this 

issue, have stated that it is important to have eventual disarmament for a more peaceful 

and secure environment.  However, other nations not abiding by international agreements 

it is hard to maintain security within nations (“Weapons of Mass…”). With surrounding 

nations like North Korea and Russia, being major threats to the international community 

with nuclear weapons, disarmament currently would put other Asian nations at risk for 

attack.  

Africa 

The African continent has developed their nuclear weapon rules and regulations 

over time. In 1961, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution resulting in 

Africa being declared as a denuclearized zone. This resolution stood as Africa’s main 

goals for nuclear disarmament until 2009. In 2009, the Pelindaba Treaty was enacted for 

40 signing states. The treaty calls for nations to not engage in the research development, 

manufacturing, purchasing, and possession of any nuclear explosive device. Alongside 



the treaty, the African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) was created to 

guarantee all nations are complying with the treaty’s obligations (“African…”).  

 

Questions for discussion: 

What treaties has your country signed regarding nuclear energy? 

Does your nation create nuclear weapons? 

Were you involved in UNSC meetings on nuclear disarmament? 

Does your nation support research into nuclear weapons? 

Are you in favor of banning the development of nuclear weapons? 

How does your nation regulate nuclear weapons? 

How should we address nations that have nuclear weapons? 

Suggestions for further research: 

Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) 

The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) 

General Assembly Resolutions (71/258, 70/33, 69/41, 68/46, 67/56) 

Nuclear Weapons - Our World in Data 
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