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Welcome: 

Greetings delegates, 

It is our distinct pleasure to welcome you to WAMUNC 2020! We are both so 

incredibly excited to be chairing this amazing committee. This will be both of our first times 

participating in WAMUNC. The terrorist attacks that took place on September 11, 2001 united 

The USA, and completely altered the future of security within our borders. We honor every 

victim and heroine who lost their lives, and we hope everyone respects the seriousness of this 

topic, whilst also having fun in committee.  

We look forward to meeting all the delegates in April, and can't wait to 

see the creative solutions everyone comes up with. Please take the time to read over the 

attached background guide and discussion questions in order to foster more passionate debate. 

We urge both experienced and new delegates to reach out to us regarding any questions you 

may have on parliamentary procedure, our committee, or any information included in the 

background guide. Your chairs, 

Isabella Miller - imiller2022@woodstockacademy.org

Gabriella Garbutt - ggarbutt2021@woodstockacademy.org 

mailto:ggarbutt2021@woodstockacademy.org


The 2002 Presidential Cabinet: 

The purpose of the President's Cabinet is to aid the President in many subjects relating to 

his role in leading the nation. Members are given a specific subject to specialize in, and their 

duty is to be the overseeing body in this topic. Positions like Secretary of Homeland Security, 

and Secretary of Defense are called upon in crises to respond to issues relating to the nation’s 

safety.  In this committee, delegates will be representing members of President Bush’s Cabinet in 

2002 right after the terrorist attack of 9/11. You are expected to present solutions in order to 

create a conclusive plan which addresses increased security and possible military response. You 

will also analyze the events leading up to the attack, and create a strategy to both deter future 

attacks and create a procedure for future response. With that said, you will need to take into 

consideration how to maintain the public's serenity through this event, whilst producing a plan 

that will address all previously mentioned aspects of response. 



Background: 

On September 11, 2001, The United States faced a horrific terrorist attack. At 8:46 AM, 

American Airlines Flight 11 crashed into the North Tower of the World Trade Center, located in 

New York City, New York. Just 17 minutes later, American Airlines Flight 175 made impact 

with the South Tower. American Airlines Flight 77 later hit the Pentagon, the headquarters of the 

U.S. Department of Defense, followed by United Airlines Flight 93 in a field in the Stonycreek 

Township in Pennsylvania.  

Emergency measures were immediately taken, all flights were grounded, 

except for U.S. fighter jets, which were dispatched into the air. The White House, located in 

Washington, D.C., was evacuated. Firefighters and Police officers reported to the scenes, 

working to help any victims. This event hails as the worst terrorist attack on U.S. soil in 

American history, as well as the deadliest incident for firefighters and law enforcement officers. 

Following the attacks, letters filled with anthrax spores were delivered to a myriad of 

government officials and media personalities. America had never before dealt with the use of 

civilian planes as weapons or the amount of biological weapons of mass destruction before, and 

it left citizens and officials wondering what steps to take next (Bergen). 

Al-Qaeda is a terrorist organization that began to spread its roots as early as the 1970’s. 

The Muslim group began as a support system for the communist Afghan government, supplying 

them with money, weapons, and troops. After the 1979-1989 Soviet-Afghan war, the leader at 

the time, Abdullah Azzam, was assassinated, leaving Osama Bin Laden as the group’s leader. 

The group dispersed, but regional officials stayed in tact - vowing to use the group as a force to 



 

take on holy wars. A myriad of other radical groups merged into them, creating a web of 

extremist supporters throughout the Middle East. They claimed to work for the progression and 

protection of their religion and people, and continued expanding the group through the 1990’s. 

They encompassed and included a number of Jihad forums in other countries. One of these 

countries was Iran, where Al-Qaeda worked with the Hezbollah group to get American troops 

out of the area. In 1992, a Fatwa was issued as a declaration of war against the United States, and 

demanded that they leave the Horn of Africa.  

The early 1990’s brought a myriad of attacks against the United States of America, which 

Bin Laden named the most dangerous enemy. Moving to Sudan, they took responsibility for a 

large amount of attacks on the US, including the 1993 attack on Black Hawk helicopters during 

the battle of Mogadishu in Somalia, the 1993 World Trade Center bombing, and the 1995 car 

bombing of a US military building in Saudi Arabia. Al-Qaeda wished to move U.S. forces out of 

Saudi Arabia and Somalia with their Fatwa, which declared war against the nation. In February 

of 1998, a statement was released that all Americans deserved to be killed anytime they came 

into contact with one (“MMP: Al-Qaeda”). Al-Qaeda returned to Afghanistan, and was protected 

by the taliban for a number of years. After it was reported that the United States of America’s 

military had captured members of Al-Qaeda, the Fatwa was amended into a Jihad, or holy war.  

Bin Laden, a leader within Al-Qaeda, released “A Letter to America,” which stated their 

reasons for such attacks, and what they hoped The USA would do in response. They cited the 

United States support of Israel firstly. Continuing, they stated US involvement in the Middle East 

as another motive. The United States has had 5,000 military troops stationed in Saudi Arabia 

since the 1991 Gulf war, in order to maintain peace. As a native of Saudi Arabia, it appeared to 

 



 

be Bin Laden's main focus, as he considered it a “holy land.” The USA enforced no-fly zones 

and sanctions, which inspired the 1998 Fatwa from Bin Laden, calling for American troops to 

leave the region. They also cited the “godless culture” of American citizens, in relation to drug 

use and homosexuality, as a main reason for their hostility. 

The Current Situation 

   For the first time in history, United States citizens have united despite differences to support 

one another through a time of vulnerability. The presidential cabinet was given the task to create 

various security measures to reassure the American people that everything will be done to 

prevent another successful terrorist attack. Homeland Security was created with 22 separate 

agencies designed to protect the nation from illegal activity while facilitating lawful travel and 

trade. Some of their responsibilities include aviation security, border control, emergency 

response and cybersecurity. Discussions have begun on how to properly memorialize the 

thousands of victims in the United States. It is up to the presidential cabinet to continue to 

develop homeland security and restore the public’s sense of security after is was so quickly 

ripped from them  

 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH: 

How will you attempt to regain the public sense of safety after this event? 

What is your position on the U.S previously pulling out of the Middle East? 

Does your position support military action response? 

What is your position on creating airline security? 

Who do you believe is responsible for the attack? 
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