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Welcome: 
Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to WAMUNC 2020 and to The Woodstock Academy. As part of 
the World Health Organization, you have been given the task to provide the 
international community with cost-effective vaccinations that will help prevent 
diseases such as Polio, Measles, and Tetanus. The lack of vaccinations in 
impoverished areas and negative stigmas against vaccinations results in over 3 
million deaths yearly, 1.5 million of those being children under the age of five 
(Global Immunization). The goal for this committee is to create General Assembly 
resolutions to help not only people suffering from a financial crisis but also those 
who do not believe in vaccinations for their children or themselves. This World 
Health Organization Committee will aim to develop solutions that will benefit the 
international community especially those who are helpless and are stuck in poverty 
or refugee camps where these types of diseases are easily spread without proper 
vaccination.  

We are very excited to present you with these topics and can not wait to hear 
your well-thought out solutions in committee. The committee will become 
complicated through the constant debate due to various positions regarding the best 
solutions to provide the entire world with vaccinations. Questions will arise based 
on how to prevent disease outbreaks in refugee camps all the way to how to change 
anti-vaccination mindsets. Vaccinations are currently the most sustainable solution 
seen by the United Nations to end preventable diseases. However, providing 
vaccinations to the entire world is a challenging task. 

We look forward to meeting you all in the spring, and if any questions arise, 
please feel free to reach out and contact us. Good Luck! 

 
 



Letter from The Chairs 
Hello, my name is Emily McClure, and I am a senior at the Woodstock 

Academy. This is my first year being a part of WAMUNC and I will be co-chairing 
the committee on the World Health Organization about the importance of vaccines. 
During the year, I spend most of my time doing competitive irish step dancing, and 
in the summer I vacation in Long Island and work at an engineering company. 
Apart from dancing and working, my favorite subjects are English and History. In 
the future, I hope to go to a big college and study abroad. 

Hello, my name is Sydney Cournoyer and I am a Senior at the Woodstock 
Academy. This is my first year being a part of WAMUNC and I will be co-chairing 
a committee on vaccinations. All year round I play club ice hockey for the East 
Coast Wizards. Aside from playing hockey and participating in Model UN, I 
volunteer at Day Kimball Hospital and serve on the volunteer executive board. In 
addition, I volunteer  as a hockey coach for children at Griffin Youth Hockey. In 
the future, I hope to further my knowledge in international relations. 

 
 

Background: 

The United Nations Stance on Vaccines 

The United Nations recognizes the importance of vaccines and includes it in one of its 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Ensure Healthy Lives and Promote Well-Being for All 

at All Ages. This goal strives to end all preventable deaths by vaccines (Sustainable 

Development Goal: 3). Vaccines by definition are a course of action to allow the human body to 

recognize new diseases to stimulate the body to develop antibodies against the antigens of 

pathogens. Vaccinations do contain the virus, but this supports the immune cells to recognize the 

types of antigens that cause infection, so in the future, when the disease does develop in the 

body, it can protect itself by releasing the antibodies the body has already formed (Everything 

You Need to Know About Vaccinations). Vaccines can single handedly rule out diseases like 

measles, polio, and many others in a population. The international community pushes for 



vaccinations for everyone, regardless of age, gender, or location, because statistics show they 

save up to three million lives every year, which is five more lives saved every minute according 

to the UNICEF Chief, Henrietta H. Fore (Misinformation and Growing Distrust). Despite the 

United Nations encouraging the need of vaccinations to be present everywhere, there are still 

places that comprise of unvaccinated people. This is due to a common belief against vaccinations 

and vaccinations not being readily available in communities and refugee camps which can cause 

serious disease outbreaks. A few preventable diseases that still cost lives today are polio, 

measles, and tetanus.  

 

Current Situation 

The Diseases: 

Poliomyelitis (Polio) 

Polio is a highly infectious disease that attacks the nervous system and can lead into total 

paralysis within a number of hours. The virus can be transferred between people through feces or 

through food/water and expands into the intestines. Symptoms include fever, headaches, fatigue, 

stiffness of the neck, vomiting, and pain in the limbs. Amidst those who have been paralyzed, 

5%-10% die due to their breathing muscles are compromised. There are three types of wild 

poliovirus strains--type 1, type 2, and type 3. Type 3 of the wild poliovirus strain has not been 

reported since a case was found in Nigeria in November 2012. Type 2 was eradicated when there 

was a switch between the Trivalent vaccination to Bivalent OPV vaccination in 1999. The most 

commonly found wild poliovirus strain is type 1 (Poliomyelitis). As of now, all countries except 

for Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Nigeria remain polio epidemic free. However, polio-free countries 



remain at risk for the return of polio due to the possible importation of the virus through 

international borders. Countries that are not only economically unstable, but also politically 

unstable are at an increased danger for the return of polio (Polio Disease and Poliovirus). 

Children who are under the age of five hold the greatest risk of becoming victims of polio. There 

is no definite cure for polio, however, there are many precautions taken by non-governmental 

and governmental organizations like vaccinations. Vaccinations are provided to children multiple 

times throughout their early childhood which provides them with protection for the rest of their 

lives (Poliomyelitis).  

A Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) was established in 1988. This initiative 

provides the world with two types of polio vaccinations, the inactivated polio vaccine (IPV), and 

the oral polio vaccine (OPV). It is thought that if enough people are protected and immunized 

against this disease, the virus will be unable to transfer to vulnerable hosts, thus causing it to die 

out. Failing to prevent polio in these affected areas, can cause about 200,000 new cases to arise 

yearly, and in ten years, it will be spread internationally (The Vaccines). So far, the GPEI has 

accomplished to create a four step plan to help end this epidemic which includes eradication, 

integration, certification, and containment. This plan initially was supposed to take into effect 

from 2013-2018, however due to anti-vaccination epidemics increasing as an influx of refugees 

keeps pouring into countries, this plan became unsuccessful. Another proposal was then written 

out from 2019-2023 which aims to push the four step plan further into motion to end this 

epidemic.  

Rubeola (Measles) 



Measles is the result of an infection of a virus from the paramyxovirus family. Measles 

first infects the respiratory tract, but eventually spreads to the rest of the body through the 

bloodstream. Symptoms often occur 10-14 days after infection and can include; bloodshot eyes, 

a high fever, runny nose and tiny white spots on the inside of the mouth (Measles). Children 

under the age of 5, adults older than 20, people with compromised immune systems, or pregnant 

women are most susceptible to Measles complications. Common complications of measles are 

ear infections and diarrhea, but Measles also has other deadly complications. Some severe 

complications in children specifically include pneumonia, which is the leading cause of death for 

children with measles and neurological and respiratory issues that often result in death. Measles 

can also leave a child blind or deaf. In pregnant women, measles may cause a woman to give 

birth to a premature baby or a baby that is underweight (Measles Complications). While a person 

can survive measles and reach a full recovery there is a possibility that they will face subacute 

sclerosing panencephalitis (SSPE) about 7-10 years after they were diagnosed with measles. 

SSPE is rare, but poses serious dangers to health as it is a disabling and deadly brain disorder 

(Subacute Sclerosing Panencephalitis).  

Measles is an airborne disease, meaning it can spread whenever someone coughs or 

sneezes due to the respiratory droplets and small aerosol particles coughs and sneezes contain. If 

these droplets or particles were to contaminate an object such as a doorknob or handle, another 

person can be infected by Measles just by touching the contaminated object. Measles can live 

outside of the body for up to two hours, which is the reason why the disease spreads so quickly 

and measles outbreaks are so common, specifically in places with unvaccinated children or 

adults.  



In 2018 alone there were over 140,000 deaths recorded due to measles. There is no 

specific treatment for measles once a person is infected with it, therefore the best way to prevent 

deaths is to prevent the spread of measles. The measles vaccine has proven itself very effective 

as between  2000-2018 the measles vaccination resulted in a 73% drop in measles related deaths, 

and it is estimated that it prevented 23.2 million deaths in those years. The measles vaccination is 

also very cost efficient as it costs about 1 US dollar to immunize a child from measles. It is 

recommended that children receive two doses of the Measles vaccine as it is estimated that 15% 

of children do not become immune after the first dose.  

WHO is making numerous efforts to reduce and eventually eliminate Measles. They have 

created, joined, or assisted partnerships like the Measles and Rubella Initiative, the Gavi 

Alliance, and the Vaccine Alliance. The Measles and Rubella Initiative is extremely important as 

it is committed to making sure that no child dies due to measles and helps countries plan and 

fund immunizations (Measles). In the Measles and Rubella Initiative latest global report, they 

state that between 2000-2017 they prevented 21.1 million deaths by providing measles 

vaccinations globally. However, they acknowledge that they have yet to reach their goal of 

eradicating measles and therefore promise to continue their efforts in the eradication of measles 

(Dabbagh).  

Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertussis (Tetanus) 

Tetanus is an infection caused by a bacteria called Clostridium tetani. When the bacteria 

invades through the body, it produces a fatal toxin or poison that causes painful muscle 

contractions and locks the jaw, making it hard to open one’s mouth or to swallow (Center for 

Disease Control and Prevention). The cells for this type of bacteria can be found almost 



everywhere in the environment, for example, the soil, ash, intestinal tracts/feces of animals and 

humans, and on the rusty surfaces of nails, needles, and barbed wires. Anyone can get tetanus, 

but they are common in newborns and pregnant women. Tetanus during the first 28 days of a 

pregnancy it is called “neonatal tetanus;” anytime after that is known as “maternal tetanus.” 

Tetanus during pregnancy is frequent due to unclean birth practices and the lack of 

immunizations as a result of poor districts who cannot afford vaccines. Deliveries carried out by 

people with contaminated hands, or on an unclean surfaces are also major risk factors. However, 

tetanus is only common in pregnant women when they have not been properly vaccinated with 

tetanus-toxoid-containing vaccines (TTCV) (World Health Organization).  

In 2015, approximately 34,000 newborns died from neonatal tetanus, a 96% reduction 

from 1988 when an estimated 787,000 newborn babies died of tetanus within their first month of 

living. In neonatal tetanus, symptoms include muscle spasms, which are often preceded by the 

newborn’s inability to suck or breastfeed, and excessive crying. The WHO definition of a 

confirmed neonatal tetanus case is an illness occurring in an infant who has the normal ability to 

suck and cry in the first two days of life, but who loses this ability between days 3 and 28 of life 

and becomes rigid or has spasms. The WHO definition of non-neonatal tetanus requires at least 

one of the following signs: a sustained spasm of facial muscles in which the person appears to be 

grinning, or painful muscular contractions (World Health Organization). In addition, this 

definition requires a history of injury or wound. However, tetanus can also occur in patients who 

are unable to recall a specific wound or injury.  

Tetanus can be prevented through immunization with TTCV, which are included in 

routine immunization programmes globally. To be protected throughout a full lifetime, WHO 



recommends that an individual receives 6 doses (3 primary plus 3 booster doses) of TTCV. The 

3-dose primary series should begin as early as 6 weeks of age, with subsequent doses given with 

a minimum interval of 4 weeks between doses. The three booster doses should preferably be 

given during the second year of a child’s life (12–23 months), at 4–7 years of age, and at 9–15 

years of age (UN News). Ideally, there should be at least 4 years between booster doses. 

There is a global initiative called Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus (MNT) to stop this 

crisis, and it is an international private-public partnership between national governments, the UN 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF), World Health Organization (WHO), UN Population Fund 

(UNFPA), the GAVI Alliance, USAID/Immunization Basics, Centres for Disease Control and 

Prevention, Save the Children, and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, among others. In a 

news release, the Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus initiative has said that despite the progress, half 

of the 59 priority countries, and some 28 others have still not reached the elimination goal. The 

main challenges to eliminate the disease are a lack of access to communities because of 

insecurity, cultural barriers, competing priorities, and inadequate funding. Shortly after the 

Initiative was launched in 1999, it was estimated that over 200,000 deaths of newborns were 

caused by tetanus every year. By 2010, this number dropped to approximately 58,000 (UN 

News). As of March 2019, all but 13 countries have eliminated maternal and neonatal tetanus, a 

disease with a fatality rate of 70 to 100 per cent among newborns.  

Why Do Preventable Diseases Still Exist? 

Anti-Vaccination  

There are various causes as to why many neglect the idea of wanting immunizations. 

These misconceptions can be led by religious reasons, interference of governmental power on 

https://www.unicef.org/
http://www.who.int/en/
https://www.unfpa.org/


what should be a personal choice, etc. Another misunderstanding with this idea is the fact that 

even those who get vaccinated still suffer through the disease, while this can be accurate, the 

objective missing behind this conception is the fact that no vaccine will 100% eliminate a disease 

from your body. Vaccines only protect a person by forming antibodies it remembers which were 

created when the virus was initially injected into the body when they were vaccinated, however 

when the body doesn't know what to create to protect a person, the body is at a higher risk of 

being affected harsher. Unlike the false public associations calling vaccinations unsafe, 

statistically, there are very few lives that have been taken due to vaccinations, many more in 

return have been saved (Six Common Misconceptions). Vaccinations help prevent about two to 

three million deaths per year and a further 1.5 million deaths could be prevented (World Health 

Organization). 

Developing Countries 

Developing countries are one of the many reasons why preventable diseases like polio, 

measles, and tetanus still exist, but they are not to blame. People in developing countries do not 

have access to vaccines like those in developed countries do. For most people in developed 

countries, vaccinating a child is not even something out of the ordinary or something to question, 

but due to the lack of medical advances or availability in developing countries, the case is not the 

same for those living there. However, as the international community began to recognize the 

importance of vaccinations provided to everyone, they began to push for governments to provide 

their people with vaccinations and help/lead governments in this process (Diseases of Poverty 

and the 10/90 Age Gap). In addition, non-governmental organizations are providing millions of 

children with vaccinations to prevent disease. It was announced by UNICEF in 2018 that they 



had vaccinated over half of the world’s children at the time. However, that still leaves numerous 

children and families unvaccinated (UNICEF). Not only is the lack of vaccination in developing 

countries a factor to why developing countries are rich with diseases, but living conditions and 

lack of sanitation are also factors. Disease can spread through food, feces, rust and even just 

through the air. The lack of vaccinations, good living conditions, and knowledge on the 

importance of sanitation is why many developing countries are still overflowing with preventable 

disease (Diseases of Poverty and the 10/90 Age Gap).  

 

Refugees Camps 

Refugee camps are a hotspot for infectious disease due to the lack of basic sanitation, 

close headquarters, and an absence of medical attention. Many refugees do not understand the 

importance of proper sanitation and hygiene as many come from war-stricken and poverty based 

countries (Migration and Health: Key Issues). Therefore, their bodies and living arrangements 

become a breeding zone for infectious disease. Refugees are often packed into small spaces to 

accommodate more people. Unfortunately, as this occurs, viruses can easily spread from person 

to person especially to those lacking antibodies against the disease. In addition to this disease 

spreading quickly, the medical assistance available in refugee camps can not easily handle 

disease outbreaks and have a hard time identifying an epidemic before it is too late (Journal of 

Global Health). Many children from war-stricken areas are unable to get their vaccinations, for 

example, in Iraq, more than 340,000 children never received their third dose of oral polio vaccine 

through routine services due to the crisis occurring in the country (Bustreo). Therefore, many 

children do not even have the choice to get their vaccinations due to the conditions of their living 



arrangements or country. When unvaccinated refugees end up in camps, the disease spreads 

rapidly, person to person as many do not have the specific prevention against it. 

Update Paper 

Covid-19 

At the end of 2019 and the beginning of 2020 Covid-19 struck the world. As of August 

13th, 2020,  WHO has confirmed: 20,730,456 cases of Covid-19, 751,154 Covid-19 deaths, and 

216 countries with cases. The whole world is currently experiencing what it’s like to live without 

a vaccine against an easily spread disease. As scientists struggle to create a vaccine against The 

Coronavirus, government officials try to stop the spread of Covid-19 through mandating masks, 

social distancing and quarantining. Some countries have effectively diminished Covid-19 

through their actions and are now starting to return to normal, while other countries were slower 

to act and are now facing major consequences. Every generation will have a tall tale to tell 

regarding how their lives and the lives of their peers have changed during this difficult time that 

is becoming more and more dire to “fix” as time passes by. Perhaps you can use your experience 

with Covid-19 to relate to the struggles of the victims of other illnesses and diseases we’ve listed 

for you to help enchanted your research and development of your statements during your time in 

this committee.  

 

Questions to consider while researching your country's position may include:  

1. What are some cultural or other types of barriers preventing people from being 

vaccinated?  



2. What are your country’s position based off of the initiatives written--GPEI, MNT, 

etc.? 

3. How can misconceptions about vaccinations be corrected? 

4. Does your country feel obligated to provide vaccinations? 

5. Does your country enforce vaccinations? 

6. If your country is developed, are you helping developing countries provide 

vaccinations to their people to prevent the spread of disease? 

7. If you are a developing country, are you partnering with non-governmental 

organizations to help initiate vaccines to your citizens? 

8. Are there specific groups of people in your country that spread false claims about 

vaccinations? 

○ Are you working to correct these misconceptions? 

 

If you are in need of any additional information: 
Emily McClure and Sydney Cournoyer 

Co-chairs, WHO 
WAMUNC 2020 

emcclure2021@woodstockacademy.org 
scournoyer2021@woodstockacademy.org  
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