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Welcome 

Hello Delegates, 

Welcome to WAMUNC! Our names are Ashley Nunes and Riley Chapuis and we 

will be your chairs for the UNSC. We are eager to meet all of you and be a part of 

your WAMUNC journey. We have attached the background that we strongly 

recommend each of you to read as it will serve as a platform for your research. We 

have also listed questions for you to consider during your research process. If you 

need additional sources, feel free to use our works cited to help start your research. 

We look forward to seeing you on April 28th. Do not be afraid to email us 



regarding any questions about parliamentary procedures, the attached background 

guide, committee, or any other concerns. 

 

Letters From the Chairs: 

My name is Ashley Nunes and I am a senior at The Woodstock Academy. I have 

been involved in Model UN for two years now and currently I am a head delegate 

of the program at our school. This is my first year being a part of WAMUNC and I 

will be co-chairing the committee on Yemen. I dance six days a week and in the 

summer, I volunteer at Day Kimball Hospital. Apart from dancing, volunteering 

and Model UN, my favorite subjects in school are History and Math. In the future, 

I hope to learn more about conflicts of culture, specifically in the Middle East. 

 

My name is Riley Chapuis and I am a senior at the Woodstock Academy. I play 

lacrosse in the Spring and I am the co-president of the National Chinese Honor 

Society at our school. My favorite classes include International Relations, 

Calculus, and Mandarin. In free time, I enjoy doing music production, playing 

piano, and reading. I participated in the MUN Club at Woodstock Academy for the 

first two years of my highschool experience and attended WAMUNC as both a 



freshman and sophomore. This is my first year helping run the conference and I 

will work to make sure you all enjoy WAMUNC as much as I did! 

Your chairs, 

Ashley Nunes and Riley Chapuis  

anunes2021@woodstockacademy.org  rchapuis2021@woodstockacademy.org  

 

Security Council:  

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is an international organization  

dedicated to maintaining international peace and security, developing friendly relations among 

nations, cooperating to solve international problems and promote respect for human rights, and 

being a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations. The council consists of 15 United Nations 

member states, 5 of whom hold permanent seats, and the rest are elected by the General 
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Assembly for two-year terms. Permanent members hold veto power for voting procedures and 

include China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States. In carrying out its 

four main functions, the UNSC can hold investigations, take military action, apply economic 

sanctions or arms embargoes, and issue ceasefires.  

 

Historical Background: 

In 1918, North Yemen gained independence from the Ottoman Empire. In the nineteenth 

century, the British set up a protectorate in the Southern part of Yemen, but later withdrew in 

1967 from what became South Yemen. Three years after the British withdrew from the region, 

the southern government of South Yemen formed a Marxist orientation, resulting in a massive 

evacuation of southern Yemenis who had to relocate in northern Yemen. In the 1990s, the two 

countries were unified and became the Republic of Yemen. During this time, president Ali 

Abdullah Saleh’s leadership caused high unemployment, corruption in the government and poor 

economic conditions in the Republic of Yemen, inspiring violent protests throughout the country. 

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) attempted to reduce the violence by proposing an initiative 

in which President Saleh would step down in exchange for immunity from prosecution, but Saleh 

refused (CIA Facebook). 

 

Armed conflict began in the late 1990s and continued throughout the early 2000s during the 

Yemeni Revolution, in which tens of thousands of protestors spoke out against the government. 

Fighting persisted in the 2010s between the government and an ethnic group known as the 

Houthis, a Shia Muslim minority, in the northwest part of Yemen. This particular conflict was 



initiated after the government killed Hussein al-Houthi, the leader of an anti-American religious 

movement. Upon his death, Houthi supporters took up arms and initiated an insurgency against 

the government. These rebel fighters sought to oust president Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi, and 

successfully did so in 2015, when they toppled the government and took control of the capital, 

Sana’a. This national conflict soon became a regional issue when Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 

states, with support from the US, began conducting air strikes on the Houthi insurgents and cut 

economic ties with the country. In addition to the civil war, foreign powers such as the US have 

carried out counterrorism initiatives in the nation through special forces raids and air strikes and 

continue to do so today (CIA Factbook). 

 

Current Situation:  

Humanitarian Crisis: 

Currently, the Republic of Yemen faces one of the world’s most severe humanitarian crises. 

Over five million Yemenis people have been displaced from their homes and the number of 

people in need of assistance is drastically increasing each year. Despite the violence affecting 

Yemen, the conditions surrounding the region are just as bad. Three hundred thousand refugees 

and asylum seekers have been seeking refuge in Yemen trying to flee persecution and violence in 

places including Somalia and Ethiopia. More than twenty million people are in dire need of 

humanitarian assistance as a result of malnutrition, lack of access to clean water, insufficient 

healthcare, illness and disease, in addition to the ongoing violence that threatens their lives on a 

daily basis. Diseases such as diphtheria and cholera have plagued the population due to 

insufficient medical services, medicine shortages, limited availability of vaccinations, and lack of 



sanitation. Houthi forces often block and confiscate food, supplies and humanitarian aid, 

preventing it from being delivered to those in need. In addition, aid workers have been detained 

without justification, killed or kidnapped while on duty in the nation (“Humanitarian Crisis”). 

 

Iran- Saudi Arabia Proxy Conflict: 

For years Saudi Arabia and Iran have both been fighting for geopolitical influence and 

dominance in Yemen. Saudi Arabia and Iran, two of the most powerful countries in the Middle 

East, have clashed for years in a dispute that was originally over different religious beliefs. Saudi 

Arabia has always had the goal to expand its religious influence throughout the Middle East and 

Iran is the largest Shia Muslim state in the Middle East. Yemen has been within the Saudi 

Arabian sphere of influence for years. The Houthi rebellion in Yemen stoked tensions with Iran, 

with accusations of secret support for the rebels. Countries directly involved in this conflict have 

looked to both Iran and Saudi Arabia to help them in this war. Iran has been providing military 

aid and weapons to the Houthis for years to use in attacks against the Yemen government. 

Although Iran and the Houthis have different religious beliefs, Iran still sides with the Houthis 

because they both detest Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia is continuing to lead coalitions in Yemen in 

an attempt to attack the Houthis and rid the nation of Iranian influence. Saudi Arabia’s air strikes 

have not been accurate and are destroying areas in Yemen, killing thousands of civilians in the 

process. Western countries have now been withdrawing support for Saudi led airstrikes due to 

the increase of humanitarian concerns, but Saudi Arabia still continues to carry out their coalition 

(Lis). 

 



Political Instability: 

The civil conflict in Yemen and political turmoil has harmed the country’s fiscal situation. The 

escalating cost of the ongoing war has severely impacted the country. The government has 

mostly been relying on grants from countries and organizations to help with the conflict. The war 

has destroyed infrastructure in Yemen, resulting in an increased rate of unemployment and food 

insecurity. Over fifty percent of the population is unemployed and sixteen million people are in 

desperate need of food. The current president of Yemen, Mr. Hadi, is struggling to deal with the 

variety of problems this war has caused. Mr. Hadi’s little action to these problems shows the 

weakness and instability that Yemen is currently facing (“Yemen Crisis”). 

 

Proposed Solutions: 

In 2018, members of parties involved in the Yemen conflict met in Stockholm, Sweden to 

discuss potential solutions and form a peace agreement. These meetings precipitated the 

Stockholm Agreement, which is comprised of an agreement on the city of Hudaydah and the 

ports of Hudaydah, Salif and Ras Issa, a mechanism on activating the prisoner exchange 

agreement, and a statement of understanding on Taïz. The agreement issues an immediate 

ceasefire in certain locations, calls for the redeployment of troops, increases UN presence in 

towns and ports, and allows for free movement of goods, aid, and people through ports (Dijkstal). 

Seeking to ensure the Stockholm Agreement be executed properly, the Security Council adopted 

Resolution 2451, which established the United Nations Mission to support the Hudaydah 

Agreement (UNMHA). The UNMHA mandate was created to oversee the implementation of the 

Stockholm Agreement. Although the mission and agreement have been partially successful in 



having troops withdraw from Hudaydah and removing restrictions on the flow of humanitarian 

aid, parties in the conflict have not fully upheld their part of the agreement. Currently the UNSC 

has extended the mandate for another six months to monitor the ceasefire and ensure that 

security is ensured and make efforts to help both sides implement the agreement (Dijkstal). 

 

Goal of Committee: 

During your time in committee, you and your fellow delegates will work to bring an end to 

armed conflict, reinstate peace in the region, and address the humanitarian crisis.  

 

Questions to consider: 

1. What can be done to prevent violence and conflict in Yemen?  

2. What aid has your country provided to Yemen? How has your country addressed other 

humanitarian crises in the past?  

3. How should the UNMHA mandate be improved and what does your nation think about 

the Stockholm Agreement?  

4. In what ways will your country want to make use of the Security Council’s powers?  

5. What issues to be addressed in Yemen must be prioritized? 

 

 

 

 



Update: 

Floods: 

During the final week of July, days of heavy rain led to deadly flash floods in the northwestern 

region of Yemen. The region affected, claimed by the Houthi rebels, includes the capital city of 

Sanaa and other hugely populated cities including Hajjah and Hodieda. Over 160,000 residents 

of the area are now displaced as the majority of homes and businesses were washed away in the 

floods. Since the floods were not anticipated, lack of proper preparation and evacuation of the 

Houthi-controlled region led to the deaths of over 170 people. In recent reports, the number of 

injured persons varies, yet it is clear the number has risen from the original number of 124 (DW). 

Combined with the global pandemic and the civil war, these deadly floods have only contributed 

to the destruction of the country. These unprecedented floods have added pressure, to all the 

international and national bodies involved in Yemen, to cease fighting or resolve the conflict as 

the country's living conditions become inhumane. 

 

Politics:  

As the severity of the coronavirus pandemic begins to increase, the Special Envoy to Yemen has 

briefed the UN Security Council, asking for all parties to end the war through dialogue. This 

comes after the UN called all countries in the Middle Eastern region to set conflicts aside and 

focus all attention on fighting the coronavirus pandemic. In an action parallel to the hopes of the 

UN, Saudi Arabia proposed and placed into effect a new, unilateral ceasefire to provide the time 

necessary to rebuild infrastructure and improve human services in Yemen. International players 

in the Yemen conflict, including the UK, US, Russia, and France, all verbally support the 



ceasefire. However, the majority continue selling arms and supplies to the armies of Saudi 

Arabia and Iran, who along with the Houthi rebels, have already broken the ceasefire conditions 

(UN). International and regional involvement continues to fuel the fire behind the conflict and 

has become a point of reasoning behind the rejection of proposed solutions by the Houthi rebels. 

 

Current status of fighting:  

Despite growing concern over other problems in Yemen, internal conflict is still occurring within 

the country. In late April, the Southern Transitional Council (STC) declared self-rule over Aden, 

the city of the country’s government. Although the STC and Saudi Arabia are considered allies 

in the Yemen conflict, Saudi Arabia publicly denounced the actions of the STC and the United 

Arab Emirates, another ally who trained the STC. The actions of the STC have been described as 

a coup against the Houthi rebels, as they have declared rule over the majority of the southern 

region of Yemen and taken the Hadi controlled seat in government. In doing so, the STC broke 

the conditions of the Riyadh peace agreement leading many Yemen officials to promise proper 

consequences for their actions (Trew).  

 

In early April, Saudi Arabia led a coalition which bombed the Houthi-controlled Sanaa, the 

capital of Yemen, over 100 times via airstrikes. Simultaneously, Saudi-trained fighters conducted 

over 26 raids. Not only did this action break the Stockholm agreement, which was UN backed 

and supported by Saudi Arabia, but it killed more than 500 residents of the city. Of those killed, 

it has been reported that the majority were children (Trew). This action, supported, financially 



and materialistically by Saudi Arabia, has become a testament to the gross human rights abuses 

and war crimes committed throughout the Yemen conflict.  

 

Coronavirus in Yemen:  

Since the completion of this background back in February, the introduction of the coronavirus 

has been one of the biggest changes to the situation in Yemen. Originally from the Wuhan 

province in China, this respiratory virus has spread across the globe, leaving hundreds of 

thousands of people dead and countless countries in economic recessions. Among the hardest hit 

are developing nations where civilians lack access to quality health care, testing, and protective 

equipment.  

 

Cases of COVID-19 in Yemen were first reported in April, however, knowledge of the virus was 

fairly limited in the country at that time, and few doctors knew how to properly treat it. Not 

knowing any better, hardly any medics or patients wore protective face coverings that reduce the 

spread of the virus, ultimately causing doctors to fall ill as well (Hincks). Even epidemiologist 

Dr. Yassin Abdulwareth from the World Health Organization Yemen, who helped the country 

respond to various epidemics in the past, has passed away after battling the virus. As a result of 

the fighting in Yemen, many hospitals and medical facilities are destroyed, leaving those 

infected with fewer locations to seek help (Coronavirus). Along with this, medical personnel and 

hospitals are often unable to properly treat people who have contracted the virus and, in some 

cases, are turning away people out of fear or due to a lack of hospital beds (COVID-19). There 



have also been reports of mass graves being dug on the outskirts of major cities in anticipation of 

a large death toll from the virus (Stone).  

 

As of mid-August, Yemen has over 1,840 confirmed cases of COVID-19, more than 930 

reported recoveries, and around 530 deaths related to the virus. Unfortunately, these statistics are 

a poor representation of the true situation in Yemen because there is a severe lack of testing 

taking place. Even though various multinational organizations have donated tens of thousands of 

testing kits to the country, Yemen simply does not have the capacity to do testing on a large 

scale. The UN is shipping 225 ventilators and over 500,000 masks to Yemen, however, this will 

only help a fraction of the total population, which is around 28.5 million people (Heinrich).  

 

The pandemic is also affecting the lives of African migrants who are passing through Yemen on 

the way to find work or seeking safety. In search of someone to blame for their misfortune and 

the virus, Houthi militia members have scapegoated Ethiopians and other Africans within 

Yemen’s borders. The militiamen have reportedly displaced thousands of migrants that were 

settled in Yemen by means of force. In some cases, the Houthis transported migrants in trucks to 

the Saudi Arabia border, where they were either shot at by border guards or locked up in Saudi 

prisons. In other cases, Houthis blatantly shot at migrants, killing many with their machine guns. 

As for those that remain in the country, they are unable to find work because employers suspect 

they have the virus (Yee).  

 

 



Funding and Humanitarian Aid: 

With many countries currently preoccupied with the coronavirus pandemic, Yemen is expected 

to receive drastic cuts in humanitarian aid this year. Furthermore, some people question whether 

donations have become politically charged. Considering recent tension between the United States 

and Iran, it is possible that the US decided to cut aid to Yemen this year because Iran backs the 

Houthi militias in control of northern Yemen. Additionally, Saudi Arabia has pledged the most 

money out of all donors with the stipulation that a percentage of the money be funneled through 

their own organizations in Yemen. Last year, the United Nations received $3.6 billion from 

member states; however, this year, only $1.35 billion has been pledged, which is more than $1 

billion less than what the UN has asked for in order to properly assist Yemen. If the UN does not 

receive more funding, around three-quarters of the 40 active UN programs in Yemen will be 

forced to shut down. This comes during a time when Yemenis need UN programs more than 

ever, whether it be for shelter, food, or medical assistance. The closure of UN programs will also 

leave more than 1,500 Yemeni people unemployed (Al-Shamahi).  

 

Ceasefires: 

After numerous failed attempts at a ceasefire, the separitist forces and Yemen's government in 

June agreed to discuss ceasefires and a potential peace agreement. A ceasefire has been 

implemented in the Abyan province, a commonplace for clashes and tension, however, there has 

yet to be a nationwide agreement (El Yaakoubi).  
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